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Who was Betty Spears?

Betty Spears speaking at an Equal Pay Rally in Sydney, 1969.

Sydney Morning Herald, 12 February 2012. Photo: Stuart MacGladrie.



Who was Betty Spears?
I born 14 March 1926, to Jack and Mary Spears

My father was a railway man who believed everyone had to
join a union, and we always talked unionism at home.

I educated at St Brigid’s Marrickville
I 1942: junior typist at NSW Dept of Labour and Industry
I 1952: joined Federated Clerks Union (FCU), became clerical

worker with Bread Carters Union
I 1954: joined Australian Labor Party (ALP), started working

for Vehicle Builders Union
I 1956: represented FCU on NSW Labor Council Equal Pay

Committee
I 1968: FCU delegate to Australian Council of Trade Unions

(ACTU) congress, speaks at National Equal Pay Week rallies
I 1972: met ACTU delegates from the Shop Assistants Union in

a ladies’ room. They decide to form committee to push
national case for equal pay, equal opportunity, shift-work
rights, elimination of sexual harassment and child care.

Sydney Morning Herald, 12 February 2012.



Who was Betty Spears?
Betty Spears in the mid 1970s.

Sydney Morning Herald, 12 February 2012.



Who was Betty Spears?

I 1979: Medal of the Order of Australia, for her services to the
trade union movement

I 2012: Tribute in Parliament by the Hon. Sophie Cotsis:

Betty passed away on 19 January this year. She is survived not just
by family and friends but by a living memorial that she created and
saw while she was alive. In 1984, after a long, hard struggle and a
four-year campaign, Betty secured funding from the State Labor
Government for a long day care centre for the children of bus
employees. Betty was helped by a number of people in that
campaign including her very good friend Beryl Ashe . . .

The Betty Spears Child Care Centre is a living monument to Betty’s

activism and dedication to the practical task of building a better life

for working people and their families in New South Wales.

NSW Legislative Council Hansard - 23 February 2012



1980–1984: Establishing the Centre



1980–1984: Establishing the Centre



20th February 1984: the Centre opens

Sydney Morning Herald, 30 March 1984.



1980s: the 24-hour Centre



1980s: the 24-hour Centre



1980s: the 24-hour Centre

1986:

I incorporation as not-for-profit, independent, community-run
“Betty Spears Child Care Centre”

I volunteer Management Committee of 8–12 current parents



1980s: the 24-hour Centre

Sydney Morning Herald, 18 August 1985



1990s to present: Long day care



2004 to 2006: Crisis averted

Member for Heffron Kristina Keneally MP, 15 September 2005:

I was able to save the Betty Spears Child Care Centre from a
sell-off by the State Transit Authority.

NSW Legislative Assembly Hansard - 15 September 2005



2004 to 2006: Crisis averted

I 20 year lease 1984–2004, peppercorn rent $1 p.a.

I 12 month leases 2004–2005 and 2005–2006 for $5200 p.a.,
during negotiations with the STA

I Educators and Management Committee saved $ by doing
cleaning work, cutting food costs etc

I 5-year+ leases 2006–2021



2006 to present: Stability



2006 to present: Stability . . . ?

March 2020 to ?: Covid

I sector-wide crisis

I many Betty’s parents essential workers: bus drivers, midwives,
teachers, . . .



2023 Snapshot

I affordable care, since
not-for-profit

I 87 children, 74 families

I enrolments from Tempe,
Earlwood, Marrickville,
St Peters, Sydenham,
Wolli Creek, . . .

I long waiting lists

I 26 staff, some at Betty’s
for 20+ years



2024: Our 40th birthday bash

1984


